Using care pathways in pressure area management: a pilot study.
Care pathways are a method of managing, delivering and documenting care. A pilot study of a care pathway system in pressure area management was conducted in two clinical areas. Results from this pilot study indicate that the pathway approach to pressure area management is both useful and valid as a means to enhance clinical decision-making and to facilitate comprehensive pressure area management and the completeness of care documentation. Implementation of the pathway requires a facilitator to provide support and education and to monitor and maintain the change process.